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good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things.”

Trust doesn’t just happen; it is 
earned. Start by showing that you 
can handle responsibility with 
smaller things. Being responsible in-
volves making yourself accountable. 
Through faithfulness and account-
ability, you earn trust. As trust is 
built, you will be able to make more 
decisions independently.

I have a strong relationship with 
God. I don’t understand why my 
youth pastor insists that I need to 
speak in tongues. Why is it so 
important?

Speaking in tongues is the fi rst 
physical sign of the infi lling of the 
Holy Spirit. But the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit is not the end. It is a step 
on your spiritual journey, not the 
destination. 

Speaking in tongues is the initial 
evidence and is to be followed by all 

the evidences of Christlikeness 
that mark a consistent Spirit-
fi lled life. It is not just an 
experience to remember later. 
Don’t miss the point. The 
question is not just, “Have 
I spoken in tongues?” but 
“How have I lived since I was 
fi lled?” 

Seek the Baptism because 
this experience marks your 
continued growth in God. 

Don’t stop growing in God.

My dad abandoned our family, but 
now tries to contact us and ex-
pects to have a good relationship. 
As a Christian, am I obligated to 
maintain the relationship?

As a Christian, you are obligated to 
forgive, and hopefully the relationship 
can be restored. Even if the pain is 
deep, God wants to help you heal. 

In Genesis, Jacob had a rough 
relationship with his father-in-law, 
Laban. In chapter 31, they made a 
covenant to not harm each other. 
They decided to forgive without be-
ing around each other. 

In Exodus 20:12 God told the 
Israelites, “Honor your father and 
your mother, so that you may live 
long in the land the Lord your God 
is giving you.” 

Honor your father, show him 
respect, forgive him, and then see 
what God can do about restoring the 
relationship.
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There’s a trend in Hollywood 
of celebrities claiming to be 
Christians, but a lot of their 
actions don’t measure up to 
Bible standards. How can 
you tell if these people are 
what they say they are?

A true Christian should be 
growing the fruit of the Spirit 
in their life: “love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control” (Galatians 5:22,23, 
NIV). Verses 24 and 25 say, “Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucifi ed the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires. Since we live by 
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit.”

We will probably never get to 
know if any Hollywood celebrity is 
a real follower of Jesus. Ultimately, 
God is the judge. We need to keep 
our eyes on Jesus and not other peo-
ple. However, we can pray for those 
who want to follow Jesus, especially 
when they mess up.

I’m 16 but my parents won’t let me 
get my driver’s license. How can 
I convince them that I can handle 
that responsibility?

In Matthew 25:14-30 Jesus tells a 
story about three servants and how 
they handled the responsibility they 
were given. The master held them ac-
countable and in verses 21 and 23 he 
told two of the servants, “Well done, 
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MARILYN TRATT: How did 
you get involved in rock climbing?
ZAC ZILLMANN: I attended an 
outdoor lab in sixth grade and did 
some climbing on a rock wall at a 
sporting goods store. I just started 
serious training last year when one 
of my teachers started a club in my 
school.

MT: Does your team compete 
with other schools?
ZZ: Several different schools par-
ticipate in the competitions, and in-
dividuals without a school club can 
participate as long as they’re a se-
nior or under. The climbs are judged 
on who makes it to the top of six 
different routes. Making it to the 
top without falling is called a fl ash 
— whoever fl ashes the most routes, 
going the fastest and highest, wins.

MT: What are some other climb-
ing terms?
ZZ: Climbing terms are kind of 
a mix of surfi ng and skating jar-
gon. If a hold is big, we call it a 
jug. When you use friction instead 
of a foothold, we call it a smear. 
Balancing a toe out for support is 
called a fl ag, or fl agging.

MT: What kind of equipment do 
you need?
ZZ: Ropes are usually provided 
by the facility. For indoor climbing 
you need a harness, a carabiner, 
a belay device, good shoes (about 
2 sizes too small so toes can stay 
on smaller holds). Some people 
use chalk or gloves. But not many 
people use gloves because it’s bet-
ter to get calluses — then your 
skin doesn’t peel off. You also have 
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Zac Zillmann, 16-year-old champion extreme rock 
climber who attends Abundant Life Christian Center 
(AG) in Arvada, Colo., turned a hobby into a sport and 
a sport into a passion. He recently spoke with Marilyn 
Tratt, a freelance writer from Colorado, about his love 
of rock climbing and why you should climb too.
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What version of the Bible is the 
most accurate?

A good place to start is by under-
standing the difference between a 
translation and a paraphrase. A trans-
lation aims to reproduce the equivalent 
in English of the biblical text while 
keeping the original meaning. A para-
phrase further rephrases or restates the 
English version. A paraphrase is more 
of a commentary on the Bible passage. 

A translation is more accurate 
linguistically, but a paraphrase may 
help you understand the meaning 
of diffi cult passages. The English 
Standard Version (ESV), King James 
Version (KJV), New American 
Standard Bible (NASB), New 
International Version (NIV) and 
New Living Translation (NLT) are 
all translations. Find a translation 
that is easily readable for you.

I feel like my stepmother favors her 
children over me. What can I do?

Throughout the pages of the Bible 
are instructions to honor father and 

mother and to submit to those in 
authority (Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 
5:21; 6:1-5; Titus 2:1-10).

You can’t always control the situ-
ations you fi nd yourself in, but you 
can control your thoughts and ac-
tions (2 Corinthians 10:5). Don’t 
allow yourself to feel resentful when 
it seems as if your stepmother is fa-
voring your stepsiblings. Instead, live 
your life above reproach. 

Do what you’re asked to do when 
you are asked, and try to show the 
love of Jesus to your stepmother and 
her children. You may not always get 
it right, but in trying, you may earn 
your stepmother’s respect.

How can I tell if all the faith healers 
are for real? From what I’ve seen, 
it all looks like an act.

Determining whether or not all 
faith healers are for real may be dif-
fi cult. But the Bible is clear that heal-
ing is for real. 

Jesus provided for our healing in 
His death on the cross (Isaiah 53:4,5; 

Matthew 8:16,17). God’s healing is 
available to all believers. James 5:14-
16 tells us that if anyone is sick and 
asks the church leadership to pray 
for them, a prayer offered in faith 
will make the sick person well. 

There have been some who have 
exploited faith healing, but that 
doesn’t change the nature of God or 
His Word. God stills heals despite 
those abuses. tpe

Sources: Holy Spirit Baptism: 
Frequently Asked Questions About 
Tongues

http://ag.org/top/Beliefs/baptmhs_
faq_tongues.cfm

AG Position Paper: Divine Healing: 
an Integral Part of the Gospel

http://ag.org/top/Beliefs/Position_
Papers/pp_4184_healing.cfm

STEVE AND MELISSA PULIS 
minister with Youth Alive, the 
Assemblies of God outreach to 
U.S. high school campuses. 

E-mail your comments to tpe@ag.org.
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