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had to fend for themselves much
of the time. Some days, they were
unable even to wake their mother.
Eventually, they learned to do
laundry and make their own meals.
Nancy once became so high she
lost control of her body and started
slamming herself against the walls
in her bathroom, her arms and legs
flailing involuntarily. Her head felt
like it was brimming with molten
lead. She knew she was slowly
destroying herself and her children,
but the situation seemed hopeless.
In June 1987, Nancy decided
suicide was the only answer. She
reasoned her sons would be better
off without her and took them to
stay with her mother so she could

carry out her private plans. Tears
welled as she watched the boys
walk away, suitcases clutched

in their small hands. She didn’t
expect to see them again.

A reason to hope

Waking up in the dimly lit
room, Nancy realized the desire
to die had somehow vanished.
She wanted to live, but she knew
she would need help.

Nancy talked with her brother,
John, and his wife, Marie, the
one who had spoken to her about
God. Marie recommended Teen
Challenge.

John, who was not a Christian,
drove Nancy to the Omaha Teen

Challenge center and listened as
a staff member talked about the
hope and new life Jesus offers.
Nancy tearfully prayed the same
words she had spoken years
earlier in vacation Bible school.
John joined her in accepting
Christ as Savior.

A few days after entering Teen
Challenge, Nancy received the
baptism in the Holy Spirit. That
same week, she sensed God’s
healing during a worship service.

“This warmth just flooded my
head,” Nancy says. “It occurred
to me God was touching me.”

Seth and Eric visited that
weekend and immediately noticed
their mother was able to speak

with coherent sentences for the
first time in months.

“There was evidence of the
restoration that had taken place
in my mind,” Nancy says.

Over the next year, Nancy also
received emotional healing for the
rape, abuse and abortions.

“It was like the Lord took me
back to the place where T was
raped and showed me He cared
about what happened to me,”
Nancy says. “I was finally able to
let go of all the hurt.”

New life

After graduating from the
program, Nancy accepted a
secretarial position with Teen

Challenge of the Midlands in
Colfax, Iowa. She later became
a teacher and counselor at the
women’s center there.

Free of her former addictions,
Nancy became a devoted mother,
even managing to homeschool
her children.

While working at Teen
Challenge, Nancy met Wade

Dickerson, a fellow staff member.

The two married in 1990, and
Wade became the adoptive father
of Seth and Eric.

Today the Dickersons work for
the national Assemblies of God
headquarters in Springfield, Mo.
Nancy is a pledge specialist for
AG World Missions, and Wade

FOR

works for AG Financial.
Nancy, now 50, says she

is grateful to have good

relationships with her sons

and six grandchildren. She tells

anyone who will listen nothing is ‘

too hard for God. .
“God took a person who

gave up on life and He gave

back hope,” she says. “Now

I'm a grandma who can tell my

grandchildren Jesus loves them.

When they’re old enough, Il

explain to them what He has

done for me.” tpe

CHRISTINA QUICK is staff writer for
Today’s Pentecostal Evangel.
E-mail your comments to tpe@ag.org.
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CONSTRUCTION, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Mohammed:
= Three years” education
= Prays five times a day
= Believes Jesus was a good Muslim
= Mo one has ever told him otherwisa

A G WM

/

God |5 opeming disors. A1 you have fo da (8 walk theeuph

e |1g Thal tmpke

3 £ IURK
IlSaﬁm iills ri;;‘uii'turen ‘name

"L" Jedn the Eursua communty,
Visil www.eurasiacommunity.ong

Kead par gledy, Upen yoor
Formerly known as MAPS Builders, AGWM Construction, Planning and Development exists to serve the church by
= Warking with Assemblios of God world missionaries in assessing building neaeds
. e/ e = |ocating people and finances to assist in overseas construction projects
- - ’ I‘,—: (‘_ I i}l“} * Accelerating the spread of the gospel by helping 1o build churches, Bible schools and other ministry
t D L[ lQ;\H 1 r;'\ . a R L centers arcund the world
) 2 Tt # Providing opportunities for .5, believers fo participate in the worldwide spiritual harvest
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