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By John W. Kennedy

regory “Chino” Thrasher
has survived the bombing 1
of his village in the Viet-

S __,-_ﬂ,_,:_._ M nam War as an i.nfan.t, be-
| ing hidden by an immigrant

= —t AR 0 B PR et | 3 T Chinese family as a baby, gang life
i AR RN =P ' . s on Dallas streets as a teenager and
more than a decade of early adult-
hood incarcerated in Texas.
In September, Thrasher graduated
with an associate degree in biblical
studies from Calvary Commission in ——
Lindale, Texas. Thrasher now serves

as an intern in the Assemblies of God L
- ministry where former inmates learn —Z s
. . . . . . ‘ .
Christian principles while transi- y

tioning back into society.
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" The Khai family kept Greg

Thrasher (front, center) safe
in Vietnam for three years.
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Thrasher’s miraculous story
begins in 1970 in the high-
lands of North Vietnam on a
day the U.S. military bombed
a sparsely populated village
— a suspected storage site for
weapons for the Viet Cong.

In a follow-up surveillance of
the area, a Huey helicopter
pilot swore he heard a baby
screaming above the roar of
the engine. He landed the
chopper and found a crying
infant among craters created
by mortar shells from gun-
ship and artillery fire. Civilian
casualties included Gregory’s
mother.

Soldiers brought Gregory to
a U.S. military field hospital,
where soldier Larry Thrasher
had been a patient with a back
injury caused by jumping out
of a helicopter. After consult-
ing with his wife back in the
States, Thrasher determined to
adopt Gregory. But Thrasher
encountered three years of
bureaucratic red tape.

During that span, Trinh
and Minh Khai, Chinese im-
migrants living in Vietnam’s
Central Highlands, became
Gregory’s foster parents. Be-
cause of fighting and instabil-
ity in the country, they repeat-
edly had to move and hide
the boy. Eventually, Thrasher
formally adopted Gregory.

Gregory remembers going
to church and vacation Bible
school while growing up in a
white middle-class suburb of
Dallas. But he didn’t person-
ally connect with Christians
or make Jesus his Savior.

Instead, Gregory got in-
volved with the wrong people.
He became addicted to illegal

drugs. He joined a street gang.
He embarked on a life of
crime. He left home at 16.

“Through his elementary
years he was exposed mostly
to Caucasian children,” says
his adoptive mother, Patricia
Stone, 63. “He wasn’t treated
any differently by us or any-
one he was around, but maybe
he felt like he didn’t fit in, be-
ing from a different race.”

Rebelliousness led to re-
peated trips to jails and
prisons.

“I was pretty much alien-
ated from God,” Thrasher
recalls. “I really didn’t know
God had a purpose for my
life.”

But Thrasher came to know
God in an ironic way in a cor-
rectional facility in Edinburgh,
Texas. In 2003, Thrasher
began serving his third stint
behind bars, this time for ag-
gravated assault with a deadly
weapon connected with shoot-
ing a rival gang member in a
drug deal.

Thrasher belonged to a gang
in prison, and the only place
members could congregate
was surreptitiously during
church services. They gathered
in the back of the chapel to
talk to each other.

A Pentecostal prison volun-
teer chaplain figured out the
real reason Thrasher and his
associates showed up.

One day in 20085, the chap-
lain spoke to those huddled
in the back of the room. She
commended them for their
faithfulness in attendance,
but warned them that if they
didn’t accept Christ as Sav-
ior and if they didn’t change

continued on page 10
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their lifestyle, they would go Thrasher began a two-year
to a bigger prison when they residential Calvary Commis-
died and never get out. There sion study program in 2007.
would be no time off for good  Now he helps others gain

OF SALVATION

behavior, no way to hire a the knowledge and skills he

skilled lawyer for a reduced acquired. A. Admityouare
sentence, no way to bribe a Fauss says Thrasher became asinner.

judge to escape judgment. the main leader of male stu-

“God made sure I heard His dents because he has leadership
Word about eternity,” Thrasher qualities that earn respect.

says. “That message from the “The fruit of the Spirit is
prison lady woke me up. So it evident when a former gang- fAs'( God’s
tul.rned out that I met Godina  banger in prisQn can now rg;geleg.?;gsp:ins_
prison gang meeting.” softly defuse situations,”
Thrasher started reading a Fauss says. “Gregory resolves
Bible, but the first verse he conflicts diplomatically, and - -
read — Matthew 5:39 about he has a real talent for relat- B. Believe in Jesus
turning the other cheek — ing to people.”
made him throw the book “I believe I can help ex-
down in anger. How could he, offenders continue their walk
by now a veteran gangbanger, = with Christ and discover their
be expected to forgive others ministry gifts,” Thrasher says.
of perceived wrongdoing? For years, Thrasher’s family Become a child of
Nevertheless, Thrasher knew didn’t know his whereabouts. God by receiving
what he had to do. He went to  But after he became a Chris- Christ.
his fellow gang members, told  tian, he began writing long
them he had become a Chris- letters weekly to his mother,
tian and bravely declared he who lives in Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
needed to leave. He got out — and is divorced from his fa- C. confess that Jesus
after three guys beat him up. ther. They now see each other is your Lord. il _
Thrasher thought life would  three or four times a year. - W
be easier, but he had to endure “Calvary Commission re- 't t O
two years of further hardships  ally helped turn Gregory’s de I a ene
and humiliation. No longer life around,” says Stone, who :
protected by his own gar%g, gave birth to tw}(’) boys after now bUUk It for ),Uur Event!
Thrasher became the target of  adopting her first son. “He’s a
insults and threats from rival dedicated Christian. We should T to et S o - S
cangs. hever give up on our kids.” [he Eurasia Experience is a cross-cultural, multisensory
Still, Thrasher recognized Thrasher hopes one day to e AlIrnavy / a artual dnhte Ac 3 e af
e Lo S e journe) tlh_at brings the actual sights, sounds and smells of
He ended up serving only four  with his father. Ol Hlese o [Umﬂdn [”p [{_‘_] [OLY LhLIl’(h OF 'r”\'ELﬂI-r
years of what he says should “It’s a blessing that God has i @ [MEleEiise) @n
(Top to bottom) Greg, his parents have been a life sentence. brought me to true freedom e BRCR SoNererest Step into the missionaries shoes, blending as best you can into another culture
B2 1035; Thrasher those final two years from my life of sin,” Thrasher T ——— ' o : Al ;
still keeps in touch with mem- s o years, Y ’ 1-800 - halfway around the world. Hear real stories straight from Furasia’s 44 countries
bers of the Khai family, includ- ~ Thrasher began paying atten-  says. @ ot i
ing youngest daughter Diane tion in church services. He and territories -'-*u_!lj.-" of these accounts cannot be widely broadeast because of
(pictured); Thras/agr isanintern  met AG Chaplain Joe Fauss, JOHN W. KENNEDY is news editor 4PRAYER o P e sy o g iy i e I'-.__- tolGar ehaF o
at Calvary Commission, helping 1, § founded Calvary Com- of the Pentecostal Evangel. Assemblies of God CSLTICTIVE SILuations In the reqion. (s unique opportunity to learn what LOd
malf: QR risition back into mission in 1977. U 1 -mai i Is doing will make Eurasia Experience a once-in-a-lifetime encounter
. society. . Upon release, E-mail your comments to pe@ag.org. National Prayer Center { | : .
g For your Eurasia Experience
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simply e-mail eurasiaexperience@agmd.org to receive your information packet!




